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TRACKING LARGE NUMBERS OF MOVING
OBJECTS IN AN EVENT PROCESSING
SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is related to U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 12/949,081, filed Nov. 18, 2010, titled “SPATIAL
DATA CARTRIDGE FOR EVENT PROCESSING SYS-
TEMS,” the entire contents of which are incorporated herein
by reference for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

Embodiments of the present invention relate in general to
event processing, and in particular to techniques for tracking
large numbers of moving objects in an event processing sys-
tem.

Traditional database management systems (DBMSs)
execute queries in a “one-off” fashion over finite, stored data
sets. For example, a traditional DBMS will receive a request
to execute a query from a client, execute the query exactly
once against one or more stored database tables, and return a
result set to the client.

In recent years, event processing systems have been devel-
oped that can execute queries over streams of data rather than
finite data sets. Since these streams (referred to herein as
“event streams”) can comprise a potentially unbounded
sequence of input events, an event processing system can
execute a query over the streams in a continuous (rather than
one-off) manner. This allows the system to continually pro-
cess new events as they are received. Based on this process-
ing, the event processing system can provide an ongoing
stream of results to a client. One example of such an event
processing system is the Oracle Complex Event Processing
(CEP) Server developed by Oracle Corporation.

Given their unique capabilities, event processing systems
are well-suited for enabling applications that require real-
time or near real-time processing of streaming data. For
instance, event processing systems are particularly well-
suited for building “spatial” applications (i.e., applications
that require analysis of streams of spatial or geographic loca-
tion data). Examples of such spatial applications include geo-
graphic information systems (GIS), location-enabled busi-
ness intelligence solutions, geomatics/telematics
applications, and the like. Some event processing systems,
such as the Oracle CEP Server, provide an extension mecha-
nism for supporting specific spatial features/operations (e.g.,
spatial data indexing, proximity and overlap determinations,
etc.). Information regarding such an extension mechanism
can be found in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/949,081,
filed Nov. 18, 2010, titled “SPATIAL DATA CARTRIDGE
FOR EVENT PROCESSING SYSTEMS,” the entire con-
tents of which are incorporated herein by reference for all
purposes.

One limitation with existing event processing systems that
allow spatial operations is that they generally cannot support
the tracking of a very large number (e.g., greater than one
million) of moving geometries or objects. For example, con-
sider use cases from the telematics market where an applica-
tion needs to (1) determine all of the vehicles impacted by
certain traffic events, or (2) detect “buddies” close to a mov-
ing vehicle position, where there is an m to n relation between
the number of vehicles and buddies using other vehicles. If
the total number of vehicles in these use cases is in the range
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2

of'millions, a conventional event processing system generally
cannot index and keep track of all of the vehicles in an
efficient manner.

BRIEF SUMMARY

Embodiments of the present invention provide techniques
for tracking large numbers of moving objects in an event
processing system. In one set of embodiments, an input event
stream can be received, where the events in the input event
stream represent the movement of a plurality of geometries or
objects. The input event stream can then be partitioned among
anumber of processing nodes of the event processing system,
thereby enabling parallel processing of one or more continu-
ous queries for tracking the objects. In a particular embodi-
ment, the partitioning can be performed such that (1) each
processing node is configured to track objects in a predefined
spatial region, and (2) the spatial regions for at least two nodes
overlap. This overlapping window enables a single node to
find, e.g., all of the objects within a particular distance of a
target object, even if the target object is in the process of
moving from the region of that node to the overlapping region
of another node.

According to one embodiment of the present invention, a
method is provided that includes receiving, by a computer
system, an input event stream comprising a sequence of
events, the sequence of events representing the movement of
a plurality of objects. The method further includes partition-
ing, by the computer system, the input event stream among a
plurality of processing nodes to facilitate parallel tracking of
the objects, where each processing node is configured to track
objects in a predefined spatial region, and where the pre-
defined spatial regions for at least two processing nodes in the
plurality of processing nodes overlap.

In one embodiment, each event includes an identifier of an
object and a current position of the object.

In one embodiment, partitioning the input event stream
includes, for each event, determining a subset of processing
nodes in the plurality of processing nodes configured to track
objects in a predefined spatial region that encompasses the
current position of the object; and for each processing node in
the plurality of processing nodes: determining whether the
processing node is in the subset; if the processing node is in
the subset, determining whether to insert or update the event
in a relation operated on by the processing node; and if the
processing node is not in the subset, determining whether to
delete the event from the relation operated on by the process-
ing node.

In one embodiment, determining whether to insert or
update the event in the relation operated on by the processing
node includes retrieving, from a bit vector stored for the
processing node, a bit value associated with the object; if the
bit value is zero, transmitting to the processing node a com-
mand for inserting the event into the relation and setting the
bit value to one; and if the bit value is one, transmitting to the
processing node a command for updating the event in the
stream.

In one embodiment, determining whether to delete the
event from the relation operated on by the processing node
includes retrieving, from a bit vector stored for the processing
node, a bit value associated with the object; and if the bit value
is one, transmitting to the processing node a command for
deleting the event from the relation and clearing the bit value
to zero.

In one embodiment, the predefined spatial regions for the
plurality of processing nodes are indexed using an R-tree
index.
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In one embodiment, determining the subset of processing
nodes includes performing, based on the current position of
the object, a search into the R-tree index.

In one embodiment, the computer system is a load balanc-
ing node of an event processing system.

In one embodiment, the sequence of events represent the
movement of more than one million distinct objects.

In one embodiment, the plurality of objects are motor
vehicles.

In one embodiment, the predefined spatial regions for the
plurality of processing nodes are one-dimensional, two-di-
mensional, or three-dimensional regions.

According to another embodiment of the present invention,
a non-transitory computer readable medium having stored
thereon program code executable by a processor is provided.
The program code includes code that causes the processor to
receive an input event stream comprising a sequence of
events, the sequence of events representing the movement of
a plurality of objects; and code that causes the processor to
partition the input event stream among a plurality of process-
ing nodes to facilitate parallel tracking of the objects, where
each processing node is configured to track objects in a pre-
defined spatial region, and where the predefined spatial
regions for at least two processing nodes in the plurality of
processing nodes overlap.

According to another embodiment of the present invention,
an event processing system that comprises a load balancer
node and a plurality of processing nodes. The load balance
node is configured to receive an input event stream compris-
ing a sequence of events, the sequence of events representing
the movement of a plurality of objects; and partition the input
event stream among the plurality of processing nodes to
facilitate parallel tracking of the objects, wherein each pro-
cessing node is configured to track objects in a predefined
spatial region, and wherein the predefined spatial regions for
at least two processing nodes in the plurality of processing
nodes overlap.

The foregoing, together with other features and embodi-
ments, will become more apparent when referring to the
following specification, claims, and accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram of an event processing
system in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 is a simplified block diagram of a load balancing
node in accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIGS. 3-6 are flow diagrams of a process for partitioning an
input event stream among a plurality of processing nodes in
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a simplified block diagram of a system environ-
ment in accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 8 is a simplified block diagram of a computer system
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, for the purposes of explana-
tion, numerous details are set forth in order to provide an
understanding of embodiments of the present invention. It
will be apparent, however, to one of ordinary skill in the art
that certain embodiments can be practiced without some of
these details.
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Embodiments of the present invention provide techniques
for tracking large numbers of moving objects in an event
processing system. In one set of embodiments, an input event
stream can be received, where the events in the input event
stream represent the movement of a plurality of geometries or
objects. The input event stream can then be partitioned among
anumber of processing nodes of the event processing system,
thereby enabling parallel processing of one or more continu-
ous queries for tracking the objects. In a particular embodi-
ment, the partitioning can be performed such that (1) each
processing node is configured to track objects in a predefined
spatial region, and (2) the spatial regions for at least two nodes
overlap. This overlapping window enables a single node to
find, e.g., all of the objects within a particular distance of a
target object, even if the target object is in the process of
moving from the region of that node to the overlapping region
of another node.

FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram of an event processing
system 100 according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion. Event processing system 100 can be implemented in
hardware, software, or a combination thereof. Unlike tradi-
tional DBMSs, event processing system 100 can process que-
ries (i.e., “continuous queries”) in a continuous manner over
potentially unbounded, real-time event streams. For example,
event processing system 100 can receive one or more input
event streams from a source (e.g., source 102), execute con-
tinuous queries against the input event streams, and generate
one or more output event streams destined for a client (e.g.,
application 104). In a particular embodiment, event process-
ing system 100 can include a mechanism (such as the spatial
data cartridge described in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
12/949,081 titled “SPATIAL DATA CARTRIDGE FOR
EVENT PROCESSING SYSTEMS”) that enables the sys-
tem to process continuous queries that reference spatial data
types, method, fields, and the like.

As shown, event processing system 100 can include a load
balancing node 106 and one or more processing nodes 108-
112. Although only a single load balancing node and three
processing nodes are depicted in FIG. 1, any number of such
nodes can be supported.

In one set of embodiments, load balancing node 106 can be
configured to partition an input event stream received from
source 102 among processing nodes 108-112, thereby
enabling the processing nodes to execute one or more con-
tinuous queries over the event stream in parallel. By way of
example, if the input event stream comprises events El
through E9, load balancing node 106 might decide to partition
the stream such that events E1-E3 are handled by processing
node 108, events E4-E6 are handled by processing node 110,
and events E7-E9 are handled by processing node 112. In one
embodiment, this partitioning can be accomplished by insert-
ing, updating, or deleting events into/from relations main-
tained by each processing node.

In the context of a spatial application, the input event
stream received by load balancing node 106 from source 102
can include events that correspond to the movement of a
plurality of geometries or objects (e.g., people, motor
vehicles, airplanes, etc.). In these embodiments, load balanc-
ing node 106 can partition the events among processing nodes
108-112 based on location information, such that each pro-
cessing node is responsible for executing queries against a
relation representing a predefined spatial region. In various
embodiments, the predefined spatial region can be a one-
dimensional, two-dimensional, or three-dimensional region.
If the spatial application simply requires the identification of
non-moving objects in an area of interest (e.g., a geo-fencing
use case), the spatial regions handled by each processing node
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can be disjoint, and no special processing needs to be per-
formed by load balancing node 106 to insert/update/delete
events into the relations associated with the processing
nodes—the relations will generally be static.

However, if the spatial application requires the tracking of
moving objects across an area of interest, the spatial regions
handled by adjacent processing nodes can overlap to some
extent. This overlapping window enables a single processing
node to find, e.g., all of the objects within a particular distance
of a target object, even if the target object is in the process of
moving from the region of that node to the overlapping region
of another node. The processing performed by load balancing
node 106 to enable partitioning across overlapping regions is
described in greater detail below.

As described above, processing nodes 108-112 can each be
configured to execute one more continuous queries over some
partition or subset of the input event stream received from
source 102. In the spatial context, processing nodes 108-112
can each be configured to execute one more continuous que-
ries with respect to objects located in a predefined spatial
region. Further, to accommodate the tracking of moving
objects, the spatial regions for two more processing nodes can
overlap. In one embodiment, processing nodes 108-112 can
each correspond to a separate processor in a single machine.
In other embodiments, processing nodes 108-112 can each
correspond to an event processing server instance running on
a separate machine.

It should be appreciated that event processing system 100
of FIG. 1 is illustrative and not intended to limit embodiments
of the present invention. For example, event processing sys-
tem 100 can have other capabilities or include other compo-
nents that are not specifically described. One of ordinary skill
in the art will recognize many variations, modifications, and
alternatives.

FIG. 2 is a simplified block diagram that illustrates a func-
tional representation of load balancing node 106 according to
an embodiment of the present invention. As shown, load
balancing node 106 can including an overlapping partition
adapter 200 and a sparse partitioner 202.

In various embodiments, overlapping partition adapter 200
is configured to receive input events from source 102 and
efficiently partition the events among processing nodes 108-
112 in a manner that takes into account overlapping regions
between the processing nodes. By way of example, consider
an object moving across a 2D area, where a first portion of the
area is handled by processing node 108 and a second, over-
lapping portion of the area is handled by processing node 110.
Assume that the object starts out at time T1 within the region
handled by processing node 108, and at time T2 moves into
the overlap area between node 108 and node 110. When this
occurs, the event corresponding to the object should be
inserted into the relation maintained by processing node 110
(so that it is “visible” to processing node 110), while also
being updating in the relation maintained by processing node
108. Further, assume that the object moves at time T3 entirely
into the region handled by node 110. At this point, the event
corresponding to the object should be deleted from the rela-
tion maintained by node 108 while be updated in the relation
maintained by node 110.

To accomplish the above, overlapping partition adapter
200 can carry out an algorithm in load balancing node 106
that appropriately inserts, updates, or deletes events to/from
the relations maintained by processing nodes 108-112 to
ensure that the processing nodes are correctly updated to
track the movement of objects across the nodes. In certain
cases, this algorithm can cause an event corresponding to an
object to be inserted/updated in the relations of two or more
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processing nodes (if it is determined that the object is in an
overlapping area between the nodes).

In a particular embodiment, overlapping partition adapter
200 can maintain a bit vector for each processing node, where
each bit vector includes a bit entry for each unique object
being processing by system 100. If the bit entry for a given
object is set, that indicates that an event corresponding to the
object was previously inserted into the relation being handled
by the processing node (and it is still there). If the bit entry is
not set, that indicates that an event corresponding to the object
has not yet been inserted into (or was deleted from) the
relation being handled by the processing node. These bit
vectors allow overlapping partition adapter 200 to keep track
of which processing nodes it has inserted events into, and
which processing nodes it needs to update or delete a given
event/object from. The details of the algorithm performed by
overlapping partition adapter 200 (and how it updates these
bit vectors) is described with respect to FIGS. 3-6 below.

Sparse partitioner 202 is an auxiliary component of load
balancing node 106 that is configured to identify “participat-
ing” processing nodes for a given input event/object. In other
words, sparse partitioner 202 can determine which processing
nodes handle a spatial region that covers the current location
of'a given object. In various embodiments, overlapping par-
tition adapter 200 can invoke sparse partitioner 202 to obtain
alist of participating processing nodes for each input event or
object and use the list within its partitioning algorithm.

In one set of embodiments, sparse partitioner 202 can
maintain an Rtree index that indexes bounding rectangles
associated with the processing nodes. Each bounding rect-
angle can represent the spatial region handled by a particular
node. Accordingly, when an input event is received, sparse
partitioner 202 can use the coordinates for the object associ-
ated with the event to perform a search into the Rtree index
and return a list or array of processing nodes whose bounding
rectangle covers the coordinates.

It should be appreciated that load balancing node 106 of
FIG. 2 is illustrative and not intended to limit embodiments of
the present invention. For example, load balancing node 106
can have other capabilities or include other components that
are not specifically described. One of ordinary skill in the art
will recognize many variations, modifications, and alterna-
tives.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating a process 300 for
partitioning an input event stream among a plurality of pro-
cessing nodes according to an embodiment of the present
invention. In one set of embodiments, process 300 can be
carried out by overlapping partition adapter 200 of FIG. 2.
Process 300 can be implemented in hardware, software, or a
combination thereof. As software, process 300 can be
encoded as program code stored on a machine-readable stor-
age medium.

Atblock 302, overlapping partition adapter 200 can receive
an input event stream comprising a sequence of events, where
the events represent the movement of a plurality of objects.
For example, each event can include an identifier of an object,
a current position (e.g., coordinates) of the object, and a
timestamp. In a particular embodiment, the events in the event
stream can represent the movement of a very large number of
objects (e.g., greater than one million).

At block 304, overlapping partition adapter 200 can parti-
tion the input event stream among a plurality of processing
nodes (e.g., nodes 108-112 of FIG. 1), where each node is
configured to track objects within a predefined spatial region,
and where the spatial regions for at least two processing nodes
overlap. As discussed above, this overlap enables a single
node to find, e.g., all of the objects within a particular distance
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of a target object, even if the target object is in the process of
moving from the region of that node to the overlapping region
of another node.

FIG. 4 illustrates a flow 400 that can be executed by over-
lapping partition adapter 200 as part of the processing of
block 304 of FIG. 3. As shown in FIG. 4, for each event
received in the event stream, overlapping partition adapter
200 can determine a list of participating processing nodes for
the object identified in the event (blocks 402, 404). As dis-
cussed above, this determination can be carried out by pass-
ing the position of the object to sparse partitioner 202 of FIG.
2. Sparse partitioner 202 can then use the object’s position to
perform a search (e.g., an Rtree index search) of processing
nodes whose spatial region covers the object’s position.

Upon receiving the list of participating processing nodes
from sparse partitioner 202, overlapping partition adapter 200
can iterate through all of the processing nodes in the system
and determine whether a given node is a participating node
(e.g., is in the list returned by sparse partitioner 202) (blocks
406, 408). If a given node is a participating node, that means
the object identified by the current event should be tracked by
the node. Accordingly, overlapping partition adapter 200 can
determine whether to insert or update the event into the rela-
tion maintained by the node (block 410). If the node is not a
participating node, that means the object identified by the
event should not (or should no longer) be tracked by the node.
Accordingly, overlapping partition adapter 200 can deter-
mine whether to delete the event from the relation maintained
by the node (block 412).

Once the determination at block 410 or 412 is made, over-
lapping partition adapter 200 can continue to iterate through
all of the processing nodes, and repeat this loop for each
incoming event (blocks 414, 416).

FIG. 5 illustrates a flow 500 that can be executed by over-
lapping partition adapter 200 as part of the processing of
block 410 of FIG. 4. At block 502, overlapping partition
adapter 200 can retrieve, from a bit vector stored for the
current processing node, a bit value associated with the cur-
rent object. As discussed above with respect to FIG. 2, a bit
vector is stored for each processing node in the system and
reflects which objects are currently being tracked by the node.

If'the bit value for the object is set (i.e., has a value of one),
overlapping partition adapter 200 can transmit an upda-
teevent command to the processing node for updating the
event in the relation (blocks 504, 506). If the bit value for the
object is not set (i.e., has a value of zero), overlapping parti-
tion adapter 200 can transmit an insertevent command to the
processing node for inserting the event into the relation
(blocks 504, 508). Adapter 200 can then set the bit value (i.e.,
change the value to one) to indicate that the processing node
is now tracking the object (block 510).

FIG. 6 illustrates a flow 600 that can be executed by over-
lapping partition adapter 200 as part of the processing of
block 412 of FIG. 4. Like block 502 of FIG. 5, overlapping
partition adapter 200 can retrieve, from a bit vector stored for
the current processing node, a bit value associated with the
current object (block 602). If the bit value for the object is set
(i.e., has a value of one), overlapping partition adapter 200
can transmit a deleteevent command to the processing node
for deleting the event in the relation (blocks 604, 606). The
adapter can then clear the bit value (i.e., change the value to
zero) to indicate that the processing node is no longer tracking
the object (block 608). If the bit value for the object is not set
(i.e., has a value of zero), overlapping partition adapter 200
can do nothing (block 610).

It should be appreciated that the flow diagrams depicted in
FIGS. 3-6 are illustrative and that variations and modifica-
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tions are possible. Steps described as sequential can be
executed in parallel, order of steps can be varied, and steps
can be modified, combined, added, or omitted. One of ordi-
nary skill in the art would recognize many variations, modi-
fications, and alternatives.

Using the techniques described above, embodiments of the
present invention can support very large scale moving object
tracking in an event processing system (e.g., greater than one
million objects), while using a relatively small amount of
working memory. For example, only 128 Kilobytes of
memory are needed per processing node (for the bit vector)
for handling one million unique moving objects. Further, note
that the module for identifying participating nodes (i.e.,
sparse partitioner 202) is separate from the insert/update/
delete event processing performed by overlapping partition
adapter 200. Accordingly different types of partitioning poli-
cies can be plugged into the system to support different spatial
use cases.

FIG. 7 is a simplified block diagram illustrating a system
environment 700 that can be used in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention. As shown, system envi-
ronment 700 can include one or more client computing
devices 702, 704, 706, 708, which can be configured to oper-
ate a client application such as a web browser, a UNIX/
SOLARIS terminal application, and/or the like. In one set of
embodiments, client computing devices 702, 704, 706, 708
may be configured to run one or more client applications that
interact with event processing system 100 of FIG. 1.

Client computing devices 702, 704, 706, 708 can be gen-
eral purpose personal computers (e.g., personal computers
and/or laptop computers running various versions of
MICROSOFT WINDOWS and/or APPLE MACINTOSH
operating systems), cell phones or PDAs (running software
such as Microsoft Windows Mobile and being Internet,
e-mail, SMS, Blackberry, or other communication protocol
enabled), and/or workstation computers running any of a
variety of commercially-available UNIX or UNIX-like oper-
ating systems (including without limitation the variety of
GNU/Linux operating systems). Alternatively, client com-
puting devices 702, 704, 706, 708 can be any other electronic
device capable of communicating over a network, such as
network 712 described below. Although system environment
700 is shown with four client computing devices, it should be
appreciated that any number of client computing devices can
be supported.

System environment 700 can further include a network
712. Network 712 can be any type of network familiar to
those skilled in the art that can support data communications
using a network protocol, such as TCP/IP, SNA, IPX, Apple-
Talk, and the like. Merely by way of example, network 712
can be a local area network (LAN), such as an Ethernet
network, a Token-Ring network and/or the like; a wide-area
network; a virtual network, including without limitation a
virtual private network (VPN); the Internet; an intranet; an
extranet; a public switched telephone network (PSTN); an
infra-red network; a wireless network (e.g., a network oper-
ating under any of the IEEE 802.11 suite of protocols, the
Bluetooth protocol known in the art, and/or any other wireless
protocol); and/or any combination of these and/or other net-
works.

System environment 700 can further include one or more
server computers 710 which can be general purpose comput-
ers, specialized server computers (including, e.g., PC servers,
UNIX servers, mid-range servers, mainframe computers,
rack-mounted servers, etc.), server farms, server clusters, or
any other appropriate arrangement and/or combination.
Server 710 can run an operating system including any of those
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discussed above, as well as any commercially available server
operating system. Server 710 can also run any of a variety of
server applications and/or mid-tier applications, including
web servers, FTP servers, CGI servers, JAVA virtual
machines, and the like. In one set of embodiments, server 710
may correspond to a machine configured to run event pro-
cessing system 100 of FIG. 1.

System environment 700 can further include one or more
databases 714. In one set of embodiments, databases 714 can
include databases that are managed by server 710 (e.g., data-
base 108 of FIG. 1). Databases 714 can reside in a variety of
locations. By way of example, databases 714 can reside on a
storage medium local to (and/or resident in) one or more of
computers 702, 704, 706, 708, and 710. Alternatively, data-
bases 714 can be remote from any or all of computers 702,
704, 706, 708, and 710, and/or in communication (e.g., via
network 712) with one or more of these. In one set of embodi-
ments, databases 714 can reside in a storage-area network
(SAN) familiar to those skilled in the art.

FIG. 8 is a simplified block diagram illustrating a computer
system 800 that can be used in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention. In various embodiments, com-
puter system 800 can be used to implement any of computers
702,704,706, 708, and 710 described with respect to system
environment 700 above. As shown, computer system 800 can
include hardware elements that are electrically coupled via a
bus 824. The hardware elements can include one or more
central processing units (CPUs) 802, one or more input
devices 804 (e.g., a mouse, a keyboard, etc.), and one or more
output devices 806 (e.g., a display device, a printer, etc.).
Computer system 800 can also include one or more storage
devices 808. By way of example, the storage device(s) 808
can include devices such as disk drives, optical storage
devices, and solid-state storage devices such as a random
access memory (RAM) and/or a read-only memory (ROM),
which can be programmable, flash-updateable and/or the like.

Computer system 800 can additionally include a computer-
readable storage media reader 812, a communications sub-
system 814 (e.g., a modem, a network card (wireless or
wired), an infra-red communication device, etc.), and work-
ing memory 818, which can include RAM and ROM devices
as described above. In some embodiments, computer system
800 can also include a processing acceleration unit 816,
which can include a digital signal processor (DSP), a special-
purpose processor, and/or the like.

Computer-readable storage media reader 812 can be con-
nected to a computer-readable storage medium 810, together
(and, optionally, in combination with storage device(s) 808)
comprehensively representing remote, local, fixed, and/or
removable storage devices plus storage media for temporarily
and/or more permanently containing computer-readable
information. Communications system 814 can permit data to
be exchanged with network 712 and/or any other computer
described above with respect to system environment 700.

Computer system 800 can also comprise software ele-
ments, shown as being currently located within working
memory 818, including an operating system 820 and/or other
code 822, such as an application program (which may be a
client application, Web browser, middle tier/server applica-
tion, etc.). It should be appreciated that alternative embodi-
ments of computer system 800 can have numerous variations
from that described above. For example, customized hard-
ware can be used and particular elements can be implemented
in hardware, software, or both. Further, connection to other
computing devices such as network input/output devices can
be employed.
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Computer readable storage media for containing code, or
portions of code, executable by computer system 800 can
include any appropriate media known or used in the art, such
as but not limited to volatile/non-volatile and removable/non-
removable media. Examples of computer-readable storage
media include RAM, ROM, EEPROM, flash memory, CD-
ROM, digital versatile disk (DVD) or other optical storage,
magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or
other magnetic storage devices, an any other medium that can
be used to store data and/or program code and that can be
accessed by a computer.

Although specific embodiments of the invention have been
described above, various modifications, alterations, alterna-
tive constructions, and equivalents are within the scope of the
invention. For example, embodiments of the present inven-
tion are not restricted to operation within certain specific data
processing environments, but are free to operate within a
plurality of data processing environments. Further, although
embodiments of the present invention have been described
with respect to certain flow diagrams and steps, it should be
apparent to those skilled in the art that the scope of the present
invention is not limited to the described diagrams/steps.

Yet further, although embodiments of the present invention
have been described using a particular combination of hard-
ware and software, it should be recognized that other combi-
nations of hardware and software are also within the scope of
the present invention.

The specification and drawings are, accordingly, to be
regarded in an illustrative rather than restrictive sense. It will
be evident that additions, subtractions, and other modifica-
tions may be made thereunto without departing from the
broader spirit and scope of the invention as set forth in the
following claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A method comprising:
receiving, by a computer system, an input event stream
comprising a sequence of events, the sequence of events
representing movement of a plurality of objects, wherein
the input event stream includes a first event of the
sequence of events, the first event being associated with
a first object of the plurality of objects; and
partitioning, by the computer system, the input event
stream among a plurality of processing nodes to facili-
tate parallel tracking of the plurality of objects using a
plurality of bit vectors that correspond to the plurality of
processing nodes, wherein each of the plurality of bit
vectors comprises a plurality of bit values corresponding
to the plurality of objects, wherein each processing node
of'the plurality of processing nodes is configured to track
those of the plurality of objects having spatial positions
in a predefined spatial region, and wherein the pre-
defined spatial regions for at least two processing nodes
in the plurality of processing nodes overlap, wherein the
partitioning for the first event includes:
determining, by the computer system, a spatial position
of the first object based upon the first event;
determining, by the computer system, that the spatial
position of the first object is in the predefined spatial
region tracked by a first processing node of the plu-
rality of processing nodes;
determining, by the computer system using a first bit
value of a first bit vector of the plurality of bit vectors
that is associated with the first processing node, that
the first processing node is not currently tracking the
first object, wherein the first bit value is associated
with the first object;
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changing, by the computer system, the first bit value
from a first value to a second value that is different
than the first value; and

transmitting, by the computer system, a command to the
first processing node for inserting the first event into a
first spatial-region-representing relation that is oper-
ated upon by the first processing node.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein:

the plurality of processing nodes operate upon a plurality

of spatial-region-representing relations, the plurality of
spatial-region-representing relations including the first
spatial-region-representing relation;

each event of the sequence of events includes an identifier

of'the associated object and a current spatial position of
the object; and

the partitioning the input event stream comprises, for each

received event:
determining a subset of processing nodes in the plurality
of processing nodes configured to track objects in the
predefined spatial region that encompasses the cur-
rent position of the object; and
for each processing node in the plurality of processing
nodes:
determining whether the processing node is in the
subset;
when the processing node is in the subset, determin-
ing whether to cause the event to be inserted or
updated in the spatial-region-representing relation
operated on by the processing node; and
when the processing node is not in the subset, deter-
mining whether to cause the event to be deleted
from the spatial-region-representing relation oper-
ated on by the processing node.

3. The method of claim 2 wherein determining whether to
insert or update the event in the relation operated on by the
processing node comprises:

retrieving, from the bit vector associated with the process-

ing node, the bit value associated with the object;
when the bit value is the first value:
transmitting to the processing node a command for
inserting the event into the spatial-region-represent-
ing relation; and
setting the bit value to the second value; and
when the bit value is the second value, transmitting a com-
mand to the processing node for updating the event in the
spatial-region-representing relation.

4. The method of claim 2 wherein determining whether to
delete the event from the relation operated on by the process-
ing node comprises:

retrieving, from the bit vector stored for the processing

node, the bit value associated with the object; and
when the bit value is the second value:
transmitting to the processing node a command for
deleting the event from the relation; and
setting the bit value to the first value.

5. The method of claim 2 wherein:

the predefined spatial regions for the plurality of process-

ing nodes are indexed using an R-tree index; and

the determining the subset of processing nodes comprises

performing, based on the current position of the object,
a search into the R-tree index.

6. The method of claim 1 wherein the computer system is
a load balancing node of an event processing system.

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the sequence of events
represent the movement of more than one million distinct
objects.

25

30

45

55

12

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the plurality of objects
are motor vehicles.

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the predefined spatial
regions for the plurality of processing nodes are one-dimen-
sional, two-dimensional, or three-dimensional regions.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the input event stream
further includes a second event of the sequence of events that
is associated with a second object of the plurality of objects,
and wherein the partitioning for the second event includes:

determining, by the computer system, a second spatial

position of the second object based upon the second
event;
determining, by the computer system, that the second spa-
tial position of the second object is in a second pre-
defined spatial region tracked by a second processing
node of the plurality of processing nodes and a third
predefined spatial region tracked by a third processing
node of the plurality of processing nodes;
determining, by the computer system using a second bit
value of a second bit vector of the plurality of bit vectors
that is associated with the second processing node, that
the second processing node is currently tracking the
second object, wherein the second bit value is associated
with the second object;
transmitting, by the computer system, a second command
to the second processing node for updating the second
event in a second spatial-region-representing relation
that is operated upon by the second processing node;

determining, by the computer system using a third bit value
of a third bit vector of the plurality of bit vectors that is
associated with the third processing node, that the third
processing node is not currently tracking the second
object, wherein the third bit value is associated with the
second object;

changing, by the computer system, the third bit value from

the first value to the second value; and

transmitting, by the computer system, a third command to

the third processing node for inserting the second event
into a third spatial-region-representing relation that is
operated upon by the third processing node.
11. The method of claim 1, wherein the partitioning for the
first event further includes:
prior to the changing the first bit value, identifying, by the
computer system, from the first bit vector corresponding
to the first processing node, the first bit value;

determining, by the computer system, a type of the com-
mand to be sent to the first processing node based on the
first bit value.
12. The method of claim 1, wherein the input event stream
further includes a second event of the sequence of events that
is also associated with the first object, wherein the partition-
ing further includes:
determining, by the computer system, a second spatial
position of the first object based upon the second event;

determining, by the computer system, that the second spa-
tial position of the second object is not in the first pre-
defined spatial region tracked by the first processing
node;

determining, by the computer system using a second bit

value of a first bit vector, that the first processing node is
currently tracking the first object;

changing, by the computer system, the first bit value from

the second value to the first value; and

transmitting, by the computer system, another command to

the first processing node for deleting one or more events
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associated with the first object from the first spatial-
region-representing relation operated upon by the first
processing node.

13. A non-transitory computer readable medium having
stored thereon program code executable by a processor, the
program code comprising:

code that causes the processor to receive an input event

stream comprising a sequence of events, the sequence of
events representing movement of a plurality of objects,
wherein the input event stream includes a first event of
the sequence of events, the first event being associated
with a first object of the plurality of objects; and

code that causes the processor to partition the input event

stream among a plurality of processing nodes to facili-
tate parallel tracking of the plurality of objects using a
plurality of bit vectors that correspond to the plurality of
processing nodes, wherein each of the plurality of bit
vectors comprises a plurality of bit values corresponding
to the plurality of objects, wherein each processing node
of'the plurality of processing nodes is configured to track
those of the plurality of objects having spatial positions
in a predefined spatial region, and wherein the pre-
defined spatial regions for at least two processing nodes
in the plurality of processing nodes overlap, wherein the
partitioning for the first event includes:
determining a spatial position of the first object based
upon the first event;
determining that the spatial position of the first object is
in the predefined spatial region tracked by a first pro-
cessing node of the plurality of processing nodes;
determining, using a first bit value of a first bit vector of
the plurality of bit vectors that is associated with the
first processing node, that the first processing node is
not currently tracking the first object, wherein the first
bit value is associated with the first object;
changing the first bit value from a first value to a second
value that is different than the first value; and
transmitting a command to the first processing node for
inserting the first event into a first spatial-region-rep-
resenting relation that is operated upon by the first
processing node.

14. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
13, wherein:

the plurality of processing nodes operate upon a plurality

of spatial-region-representing relations, the plurality of
spatial-region-representing relations including the first
spatial-region-representing relation;

each event of the sequence of events includes an identifier

of'the associated object and a current spatial position of
the object; and

the partitioning the input event stream comprises, for each

received event:
determining a subset of processing nodes in the plurality
of processing nodes configured to track objects in the
predefined spatial region that encompasses the cur-
rent position of the object; and
for each processing node in the plurality of processing
nodes:
determining whether the processing node is in the
subset;
when the processing node is in the subset, determin-
ing whether to cause the event to be inserted or
updated in the spatial-region-representing relation
operated on by the processing node; and
when the processing node is not in the subset, deter-
mining whether to cause the event to be deleted
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from the spatial-region-representing relation oper-
ated on by the processing node.

15. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
13, wherein the partitioning for the first event further
includes:

prior to the changing the first bit value, identifying, from

the first bit vector corresponding to the first processing
node, the first bit value;

determining a type of the command to be sent to the first

processing node based on the first bit value.

16. The non-transitory computer readable medium of claim
13, wherein the input event stream further includes a second
event of the sequence of events that is also associated with the
first object, wherein the partitioning further includes:

determining a second spatial position of the first object

based upon the second event;

determining that the second spatial position of the second

object is not in the first predefined spatial region tracked
by the first processing node;

determining, using a second bit value of a first bit vector,

that the first processing node is currently tracking the
first object;

changing the first bit value from the second value to the first

value; and

transmitting another command to the first processing node

for deleting one or more events associated with the first
object from the first spatial-region-representing relation
operated upon by the first processing node.

17. An event processing system, comprising:

a load balancer node; and

a plurality of processing nodes,

wherein the load balancer node is configured to:

receive an input event stream comprising a sequence of
events, the sequence of events representing move-
ment of a plurality of objects, wherein the input event
stream includes a first event of the sequence of events,
the first event being associated with a first object of
the plurality of objects; and

partition the input event stream among the plurality of
processing nodes to facilitate parallel tracking of the
plurality of objects using a plurality of bit vectors that
correspond to the plurality of processing nodes,
wherein each of the plurality of bit vectors comprises
aplurality of bit values corresponding to the plurality
of objects, wherein each processing node of the plu-
rality of processing nodes is configured to track those
of' the plurality of objects having spatial positions in a
predefined spatial region, and wherein the predefined
spatial regions for at least two processing nodes in the
plurality of processing nodes overlap, wherein the
partitioning for the first event includes:

determining a spatial position of the first object based
upon the first event;

determining that the spatial position of the first object is
in the predefined spatial region tracked by a first pro-
cessing node of the plurality of processing nodes;

determining, using a first bit value of a first bit vector of
the plurality of bit vectors that is associated with the
first processing node, that the first processing node is
not currently tracking the first object, wherein the first
bit value is associated with the first object;

changing the first bit value from a first value to a second
value that is different than the first value; and

transmitting a command to the first processing node for
inserting the first event into a first spatial-region-rep-
resenting relation that is operated upon by the first
processing node.
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18. The event processing system of claim 17, wherein:
the plurality of processing nodes operate upon a plurality
of spatial-region-representing relations, the plurality of
spatial-region-representing relations including the first
spatial-region-representing relation;
each event of the sequence of events includes an identifier
of'the associated object and a current spatial position of
the object; and
the partitioning the input event stream comprises, for each
received event:
determining a subset of processing nodes in the plurality
of processing nodes configured to track objects in the
predefined spatial region that encompasses the cur-
rent position of the object; and
for each processing node in the plurality of processing
nodes:
determining whether the processing node is in the
subset;
when the processing node is in the subset, determin-
ing whether to cause the event to be inserted or
updated in the spatial-region-representing relation
operated on by the processing node; and
when the processing node is not in the subset, deter-
mining whether to cause the event to be deleted
from the spatial-region-representing relation oper-
ated on by the processing node.
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19. The event processing system of claim 17, wherein the
partitioning for the first event further includes:

prior to the changing the first bit value, identifying, from

the first bit vector corresponding to the first processing
node, the first bit value;

determining a type of the command to be sent to the first

processing node based on the first bit value.

20. The event processing system of claim 17, wherein the
input event stream further includes a second event of the
sequence of events that is also associated with the first object,
wherein the partitioning further includes:

determining a second spatial position of the first object

based upon the second event;

determining that the second spatial position of the second

object is not in the first predefined spatial region tracked
by the first processing node;

determining, using a second bit value of a first bit vector,

that the first processing node is currently tracking the
first object;

changing the first bit value from the second value to the first

value; and

transmitting another command to the first processing node

for deleting one or more events associated with the first
object from the first spatial-region-representing relation
operated upon by the first processing node.

#* #* #* #* #*
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